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Students visit legislature to gain perspectives

By Allie Knofczynski

Teachers and stu-
dents agree that the
best learning often hap-
pens during hands-on
experiences, ones that
do not involve sitting
in a classroom or read-
ing a dull textbook.
Students at Riggshave
a multitude of teach-
able moments avail-
able just a block away.

Seniors in  Skip
Kurth’s  government
class had the chance
to go to the Capitol
and see democracy
take place right before
their eyes. Everyone
has some form of opin-
ion about government,
but it unanimously
agreed that the pro-

-cess is very important.

“Legislators  enjoy
when vyoung people
visit the Capitol dur-
ing Session and ob-
serve,” Kurth said.

Ashley Siedschlaw,
12, and Rebecca Deyo,
12, had never wit-
nessed the legislative
session in progress be-
fore their government
class visited the Capitol.

Deyo wanted to see
the education commit-
tee, because of her in-
terest in funding the
fine arts. “The fine arts
are an outlet for me to
express myself, so it
is very important that
they receive the funding
they need tostay alivein
our school,” Deyo said.

Another significant

bill in discussion that
could affect schools
drastically is the Com-
mon Core curriculum.
The syllabus, which
forty-five states have al-
ready adopted,imposes
universal standards
across the country that
focus on accelerated
English and mathemat-
ics learning to com-
pete with other coun-
tries and better prepare
students for college
and the modern work-
force. The system plans
to take into effect the
next school year, but
there are many who
see limited benefits to
the educational plan.

Both Deyo and Sied-
schlaw agree that the
Common Core will

most likely not be effec-
tive. “Not all students
are strong in math and
English and will not
need advanced skills
in those subjects in
their careers and lives,”
Siedschlaw remarked.

“If the United States
is trying to compete
with other countries,
especially in Asia, the
Common Core will not
help out much. I would
rather focus on life
skills I know I can use
in my life and be able to
still have time to partic-
ipate in extracurricular
activities,” Deyo said.

Ultimately, students
and teachers think pay-
ing attention to state
and mnational govern-
ment in is crucial. “The

decisions being made
will eventually affect
us. We need to pay at-
tention so one day we
can be a part of the pro-
cess,” Siedschlaw said.

“Whether the issue
being discussed direct-
ly affects the students,

photo by Leanixx-Rodney Lee
Students in teacher Skip Kurth’s AP U.S. Government
class engage in a class discussion.

it is a law they might
have to follow eventu-
ally. Our entire democ-
racy is based on the
consent of the govern-
ment, so as State Da-
kotans and Americans,
we need to be aware,”
Kurth remarked.

2014-15 school calendar to end first semester before xmas

By Marcella Lees

Say goodbye to
Christmas-themed
study sessions and all
night cramming with
“Jingle Bells” play-
ing in the background.
As of next year, the
schedule for Riggs will
change, the biggest
adjustment being the
placement of semester
tests before Christmas.

For most students
at Riggs, this is a long
awaited blessing. “Itll
make it a lot easier for
me because I'm a per-

son who wants to just
be done with some-
thing; I don't like
things drawn out,”
Emma Mesman, 9, said.

“Christmas  break
will be a lot more re-
laxed without tests in
the back of my mind,”
Canaan Smith, 10, said.

“No one ever stud-
ies during Christmas

break anyway, and
test scores will defi-
nitely improve,” Re-

nee Gallagher, 10, said.

“Qur students have
done very well on se-
mester tests, but it will

be interesting to see if
some kids do any bet-
ter,” principal Kevin
Mutchelknaus said. “I
certainly hope it has a
positive effect on the
achievement of stu-
dents. I also think do-
ing it before Christ-
mas gives [students] a
chance to leave it be-
hind them. Ultimate-
ly it's about provid-
ing more instruction-
al time and improv-
ing achievement.”

Of course, every deci-
sion has its downsides.

“I don’t like it~

Caitlyn Hemmelman,
9, said. “It's proba-
bly helpful for a lot
of kids, but there are
some that don’t want it
because it will be more
of a rush [to study].”

“I honestly can’t say
whether lam pro-oran-
ti-calendar change be-
cause lamnotsure what
effect it is going to have
on the material I am go-
ing to be able to cover
in class,” health teach-
er Todd Palmer said.

Among the many
people who welcome

this change, some
can still see better im-
plementations of it

With the new sched-
ule, the second semes-
ter will be six days
longer than the first,
though Mutchelknaus
says that the state-man-
dated testing in the
spring will even it out.

For yearlong classes,
the change makes lit-
tle difference for teach-
ers. For semester-long
classes, the discrepancy
in lengths of semesters
could prove achallenge,
which could lead to ex-

tra work for students.

“It will be hard for
teachers to get all their
grades in before the
holidays without a
great deal of stress, es-
pecially those who have
to correct term papers...
but for most teachers
and students, there will
be less worrying over
the break,” Latin teach-
er Jay Mickelson said.

Overall, the atti-
tude toward the change
is positive. “I think
it's a positive step in
the right direction,”
Mutchelknaus said.
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Common Core has the right idea

In recent months, the
buzz over the Common
Core State Standards
Initiative, or CCSS],
has intensified great-
ly on the national lev-
el. Groups of teachers

and par-
ents who
oppose the
new pro-

gram, which is to be ful-
ly implemented during
the 2014-2015 school
year, have grown more
and more outspoken.

The CCSSI was or-
ganized by groups of
state governors and
school administrators
with funding from the
Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation. The stan-
dards are meant to pro-
mote career and college
readiness in students.
Forty-five states, in-
cluding South Dakota,
chose to implement the

Now, however, amid
growing concerns sur-
rounding the program,
Jawmakers are having
doubts about the Com-
mon Core Initiative.

Opponents  argue
that not enough teach-

ers were involved in
the writing of the stan-
dards, resulting in nu-
merous problems in im-
plementation. Accord-
ing to USA Today, some
teachers say that stan-
dards force them to cov-
er fewer topics more in
depth. Others complain
that it works younger
students too hard, but
doesn’t push top high
school students hard
enough, especially in
math classes (Politico).

One of the most con-
cerning aspects of the

emphasis on standard-
ized testing in class-
rooms. There are wor-
ries that too much fo-
cus on test perfor-
mance will cause cru-
cial gaps in education.

Standardized tests
are necessary to gauge
progress and compare
progress among differ-
ent schools and states. It
is imperative, however,
that test results are not
punitive for teachers.

Schools that per-
form poorly are often
schools that need more
funding, not less. At the
same time, if teachers
know that they will lose
their jobs or state fund-
ing if their students do
not perform well on
tests, these teachers will
resort to teaching noth-
ing but the test, creat-
ing the broad gaps in
education many critics

It is important to re-
member that the true
point of education is
not simply to remem-
ber facts and formu-
las that will lead to
good test scores. High
test scores do indi-
cate good students, but
some of the most im-
portant things for stu-
dents to learn—curi-
osity, creativity, team-
work, empathy and re-
sponsibility, to name
a few—cannot be ac-
curately measured by
any standardized test,
nor can they be taught
out of a textbook.

The CCSSI is a good
start, and the initia-
tive has the right in-
tent. At the same time,
however, Americans
must remember that
being ready for a ca-
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New flicks haunt the

new year

Now that the
rush of semester test
week is over, we can
all rest a bit easy...
not really, but still.

With the New Year
come the notorious
creatures known as
the New Year's Res-
olutions. They are a
strange species known
for their unreliability.

Weoftensetasideany
notion of real change.
Bad in some instanc-
es but good in others,
such as the consisten-
cy in our movie view-
ing, whether at the the-
ater or on Netflix. That
shall nev-
er change.

January
is a bit of a
dumping
ground for
movies. The

expected. Where The
Strangers is moody,
You're Next is visceral. It
also features one of the
most refreshingly pro-
active heroines in hor-
ror film history. The
“final girl” may have

. a somewhat ludicrous

backstory, but it just
makes the movie that
much more unusual.

The title also uses
proper grammar,

which is always a plus.

This past October
was odd because of the
lack of Paranormal Ac-
tivity.

Apparently, it
was  just
waiting for
January be-
cause noth-
ing  says
“gloom
and doom”
more than

month usu- Lennixx Le Welcomir\g
ally marks e a new year.
the release MOVIES Paranor-
of films with mal Activity:

little chance
of success. Nowadays,
though, January is the
time when Oscar-nom-
inated films rush to
the big screen to gain
more audience mem-
bers. Those movies,
however, are some-
times just snooze-fests.
Among the releases
this month is the sur-
prisingly good home-
invasion film You're
Next. At first, the mov-
ie feels like it is just go-
ing through the mo-
tions of a typical slash-
er flick: unlikable char-
acters, remote setting,
and masked killers.
You're Next soon be-
comes something un-

The Marked

Ones is not Paranormal
Activity 5. It is more of
a companion movie but
with events relevant to
the Paranormal Activ-
ity universe...I think.
Carrie has now ar-
rived on DVD just in
time for King of Hearts.
If you happened to for-
get the movie’s mor-
al lesson: be nice at
dances or you may
literally go flying
across the dance floor.
January is  over.
Now on to February,
and we all know what
that means... we're
that much closer to
the Academy Awards,
of course. What else?

PERSP
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Coffee contenders share the cup

In the morning, most
teenagers and adults,
rather than grabbing a
cereal bowl, will grab
a mug and fill it with
the life juice of Ameri-
can coffee. In the U.S,,
about 100 million peo-
ple consume coffee ev-
ery day, thirty million
being specialty drinks
like lattes, espres-
sos, and frappuccinos.

This month at the
Good Eats headquar-
ters, we've decided to
undertake this bever-
age as the object of com-
parison, specifically the
traditional mocha latte,
among three competi-
tors: Pier 347, Shell’s
Gas Station, and Most-
ly Chocolates. We will
be taking flavor, pre-
sentation, and ingredi-
ents into consideration.

First in our count-

down, but third in our
ratings, is Shell’'s Gas

the comfort of his car.
Second in the count-

Station. We down is Pier
have noth- o 347 on Main
ing against Street. Pier
the variety 347 has the
thatShell’s warm and
offers; cozy feeling
however, that we love
they lack about a cof-
the tradi- fee  house
tional cof- environ-
fge house Lydia Kanz and Justin ment. Pier
vibe gnd Oakland 347 offers a
quality GOOD EATS full espres-
that our so bar of-
other two fering lattes, frappuc-
contestants possess  cinos, Americanos, and

and the rich chocolate-
ness that we sought.
Shell’s, however, re-
ceives honorable men-
tion for the conve-
nience of their drive-
thru window allow-
ing Papa to get his cup
of Joe without leaving

everything in between.
They generally utilize
Da Vinci syrups and
real chocolate and car-
amel pump to flavor
their treats, which may
not be as sweet as some
but is safer on the waist.

Last, Mostly Choc-

olates is tucked away
on the Rushmore Pa-
vilion on Sioux. Most-
ly Chocolates excels in
all things sweet. They
have an assortment
of truffles, chocolates,
and fruity treats. Most-
ly Chocolates offers
many of the same cof-
fee drinks as Pier 347;
however, they mainly
utilized flavored pow-
ders to flavor their
drinks. This means
more preservatives and
sugar, but a drink to
satisfy any sweet tooth.

In a way, the last two
contenders this week are
so similar, yet distinctly
different that it’s impos-
sible to choose a clear
winner. We are calling
this one a tie! That’s all
for this week, Riggs;
we’ll see you next
month with pancakes!

Friends bring memories, motivation

Everyone has a close-
knit group of friends
who are always there,
those few people that

have your back no mat-~

ter the situation. They
know all the ins-and-
outs of your life, your
family, and yourself.
In some cases, they
might be even more
like a family than just
a group of friends.

This group has
probably worked you
through a pointless

problem or two. They're
the first people you
call when you encoun-
ter a bump in the road.
They are your number-
one fans and your big-
gest support system.
They believe in you so

aggressively that you
have no choice but to

believe in yourself.
Teh by
cheer  the

loudest from
the sideline
and praise
you for ev-
ery victory
in life. These
are the
friends that
steer you in
the right di-
rection when
you go rogue. Your
best interest is always
their first thought.

Most important-
ly, these are the peo-
ple that make you
laugh harder than
anyone else. When-
ever youre together,

Tatum Richards
REFLECTIONS

you can expect end-
less bouts of laughter.

These sets
of hysterical
giggles are
usually ac-
companied
by some sort
of shenani-
gans. This is
the group of
friends that
usually gets
in trouble
together but
works each
other out of itin the end.

After all, if you
have crazy friends,
you have everything.
With them, every pub-
lic event is turned into
a scene. These are the
people that enable you

to forget about daily
stresses, the ones you
are totally comfort-
able around. This is
the group you want to
have along for the ride.

Whether it be your
bros or your best girls,
be sure to show them
some love and ap-
preciation every now
and again. They do
a lot for you, and for
most of us, it’s hard
to imagine where
we’'d be without them.

Here’s to the fam,
and our four crazy
years of adventures and
mischief. We’ve never
had it all together, but
together we've defi-
nitely had it all. Thanks
for being the best.
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By Lennixx-Rodney Lee

Beautiful ~ moments
are hard to come by.
When they do, it is prob-
ably best to immortal-
ize them on Instagram.
Whether it is doing re-
search on a computer or
playing Candy Crush
on a phone, technology
has changed the way ev-
eryone views and inter-
acts with the world. The
same goes for education.

Virtual
classroom

One of the most prev-
alent technological ad-
vancements is the avail-
ability of online classes.
Students use the program
Edgenuity to take cours-
es not offered at Riggs.

“It helps you... go at
your own pace. If you
feel that you've mastered
something, you can just
go ahead and go on. Or if

you need to spend more
time [on] something,
you can take time to re-
ally work on that area
before you move on,”
Rachel Propst, 11, said.

Propst is taking ad-
vanced placement psy-
chology on Edgenuity.
Propst knows some of
the challenges the for-
mat presents, includ-
ing wunclear questions.

Propst also admits to
preferring a real class-
room to a virtual one.
“1 still like a real class-
room... just the inter-
action and being able
to ask questions and
have that accessibility to
your teacher is always
a good thing,” she said.

Riggs Academy, which
is in its fifth year, primar-
ily uses Edgenuity for
credit-recovery.  Teach-
ers at the high school
and middle school also
use Edgenuity in class.

Director/teacher Sha-

o

photo by Dagne Ode

Alli Hedman, I 1, checks her phone aftér school. Students are
not allowed to have their phones out in the halls between

classes.

Technology brings chan

na Davis says that while
feedback at Riggs Acad-
emy has received over-
all mixed reception,
several students pre-
fer the computer pro-
gram to a real classroom.

“You're always going
to have to have a teach-
er in a classroom to kind
of guide students and...
help motivate them. But
with Edgenuity... ~ the
lectures embedded in it
are [recorded by] certi-
fied teachers. It does not
necessarily replace teach-
ers... but teachers are
kind of used in a differ-
ent way than a traditional
classroom,” Davis said.

Even that, howev-
er, may not be as effec-
tive as a real classroom.
“Teachers on Edgenuity
can be from really any-
where in the country...
[but] if your teachers are
right here in the school
building, they can relate

photo by Dagne Ode
Math teacher Jay Schwartz uses his Mimio board to work through
a math problem with his class.

it locally,” Davis said.

Edgenuity could po-
tentially be a good re-
source for students who
want to go beyond what
Riggs has to offer. “Right
now, we primarily do
credit recovery, but we
kind of work towards
doing more alternative
education,” Davis said.

Classrqom
evolution

Technology has not
only provided an alterna-
tive to a traditional class-
room but also modified
those traditional class-
rooms. Every student
has a school-issued lap-
top, and Smart Boards
are in almost every room.

Another big piece of
technology that most stu-
dents use on a daily ba-
sis is a calculator. “When
I first taught, not every-
body had a calculator.
Now, almost everybody

Samantha Ulimann, 1 |, looks at her school-issued computer whil
allowed to have their phones out in the lunch room and lobby du

has [them],” math teach-
er Jay Schwartz said.

Schwartz has been
teaching math for seven-
teen years and has wit-
nessed the growth of cal-
culator use. One of the
worries of math teachers
is that students will use
a calculator incorrectly.
His views on calculator
use also reflect his views
on technology in general.

“It's great, but it's
only as good as the per-
son using it,” Schwartz
said. “There [are] a lot of
things you can do with it,
but you have to be edu-
cated on how to use it.”

He also comments

on his use of a Mimio
board in his classes. He
had previously used a
Smart Board, which he
actually had only been
using for four vyears.

Schwartz and other
math teachers also wor-
ry about the effect calcu-
lators will have on stu-
dents. “In the math de-
partment, we've been
concerned that some [stu-
dents] are relying on their
calculators so much that
their mental math skills
are diminishing,” he said.

Schwartz also says
that some math problems
are unsolvable without a
calculator, proving that it
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e Carly Peterson, | |, reads updates on her phone. Students are

ring their free time.

has become a necessity.

Outside the
classroom

Technology is not only
prominent in class but
also in some extracurric-
ular activities such as the
school newspaper and
yearbook. Now, the year-
book staff relies heav-
ily on computers. Year-
book advisor and English
teacher Tiffany Roderick
would definitely not want
to go back to the old days.

“It would be a disas-
ter. I think it would be
a disaster for the [stu-

dents] too,” she said.

“We're not sending in
pieces of the page to a
company like they used
to have to do. [Students
are] creating the page
right in front of their
eyes... It's like instant
gratification,” Roderick
said. “We already think
it takes a lot of time now.
It would take [twice] as
much work and time
as it does now [if we
didn’t have computers].”

Roderick, howev-
er, believes that one of
the biggest issues with
forms of communica-
tion such as email is
what students lose in
not talking face to face.

People may say things
they normal would not.

“I  think the big
thing is that people
may take things out
of context,” she said.

Pros and

cons

The school laptops

have proved to be a
valuable resource as
well as a source of frus-
tration for both stu-
dents and teachers.

“l think that it real-
ly probably gives stu-
dents a leg-up When they
get to post-secondary
because... theyll have
the experience with re-
searching on the Internet
and... the expectations of
using the Internet [and]
different programs,” Da-
vis said of the positives.

“I think the good
things are they have ac-
cess to all the information
that’s out there. Howev-
er, you have to be very
limited with the time that
they have to find the in-
formation that they need
to be using with the In-
ternet,” Roderick said.

Programs such as
BlackBoard Learn al-
low students to familiar-
ize themselves with cer-
tain Internet programs
and set ups. “You really
get to have that advan-
tage too of being able to
maneuver through those
programs,” Davis said.

“As a teacher, you
have to be aware of what
they're capable of do-
ing with the computer
and kind of work around
what they should actu-

ally be doing,” Roder-
ick said of the negatives.

One of the constant
struggles of school lap-
tops is students’ con-
centration: being else-
where with  distrac-
tions such as computer
games. “It's almost like
[some students] are ad-
dicted,” Schwartz said.

“You have so much
more information at your
fingertips, butyouhave to
be more careful with the
information that you're
getting [to make sure]
it’s reliable,” Davis said.

Technology can be a
bit of a hindrance outside
of school as well. Davis
remembers seeing whole
families looking at their
phones while not talk-
ing to each other at all.

“We kind of lose
some of that communi-
cation... you don’t even
realize it,” Davis said.

Despite the problems
that arise from overuse
and misuse of technol-
ogy, most agree that it
is a necessary evil that
people. must work to-
wards eliminating.

Moving
forward

“It definitely is harm-
ful if students are just
playing games all day
when theyre supposed
to be in class doing their
work,” Propst said. “I
think it would have a
place for benefitting stu-
dents in their education
if they use it properly.”

Technology and its
use in school will con-
tinue to grow. “It would

just be a matter of get-
ting used to that tech-
nology,” Propst said

Students rarely see the
inside of a library when
doing research. “They
don’t necessarily know
how to use it properly;
they think that it’s easier
for them to go to Google
and find the stuff that they
want,” Roderick said.

Even with the good
and bad changes, tech-
nology will continue to
be animportant tool, such
as applying to colleg-
es and for scholarships.

“We'll adapt because
it's not going anywhere.
I think there are things
that we lose, but I don’t
think those are ever go-
ing to totally go away.

I really just think that
technology came at us
so fast that were now
just sorting through [ev-
erything],” Davis said.

“Ithink technology has
its place. It can’t replace
the understanding part of
things, though. So that’s
what I try to strive to [do]
when I'm teaching. I'm
always trying to incorpo-
rate technology but not to
the point where it replac-
es old-fashioned under-
standing,” Schwartz said.

“[Students] are al--
ways going to pass notes;
theyre always going
to text... We just have
to kind of get over that
and think of it maybe as
a tool to use instead of a
nuisance,” Davis said.

.
History teacher Scott DeBoer uses his Smart Board during
a lecture.
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Swimmers prepare for final home qualifier meet

by Chris Rumrill

Many of the fastest
swimmers from South
and North Dakota will
competeinPierre’sCap-
ital City Qualifier meet
Feb. 8 and 9 in which
over 300 swimmers, in-
cluding approximate-

ly 150 athletes from'

the Pierre Swim Team,
will take to the pool.
For the ten seniors

on the team, this meet
will be their last home
swim meet. Every-
one on the team, espe-
cially the seniors, will
look to improve their
times. One of those se-
niors is Blake Dean.
“I'm competing
in the Aquatic Cen-
ter for the last time.
1 want to make it
my best,” Dean said.

Senior Allison
Meintsma is also ex-
cited for the meet.

“The Pierre Meet is
going to be awesome
to swim in . .. the com-
petition is going to be
tough, and it will be
fun to see all the swim-
mers,” Meintsma said.

This meet is the last
chance for many of the
swimmers to qualify
for the 2014 South Da-
kota Short-Course State
Swim Meet to be held
Feb. 28 through Mar. 2
on the Black Hills State
University campus.

The entire team has
endured many exhaust-
ing practices, and senior
Michael Hanson can at-
test to that.

“The hardest part
about swim practice is
just finding the courage

Boys Basketball

Record: 9-2

Last game: Tuesday against Rapid City Stevens
Next Game: Tonight against Brandon Valley
Player Comment: “In basketball | enjoy kicking
[butt] and taking names!” --senior Cody Somsen

Swimming

Last Meet: January 17-19 at Bismarck

Next Meet: Next weekend in Pierre

Athlete comment: “We don’t wear shirts, what
more do you want from us? Come to the Pierre

meet!” -senior Blake Dean

“The team looks strong and should
contend for one of the top three
spots at the State Swim Meet.”

—head coach Kent Huckins

to get in the pool for
warm-ups because you
know it’s only going to
get harder from there,”
Hanson said.

The mid-season pract-
ces for the high school
swimmers involve
swimming approxi-
mately two and a half
miles daily while the
Christmas break prac-
tices inyolved log-
ging three miles dai-
ly. These workouts are
paying off and have the
team swimming fast.

“Heading into

the Pierre meet, the

team looks strong and
should contend for
one of the top three
spots at the State
Swim Meet,” said head
coach Kent Huckins.

Huckins also wel-
comes everyone to come
watch the meet and
support the swimmers.
“The Pierre Meet gives
people a chance to sup-
port the youth in our
community and see
firsthand many of the
top swimmers in South
Dakota,” Huckins said.
Senior Joseph Schuel-
ler also encourages
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Girls Basketball

Record: 5-5

Last game: Last Thursday against Mitchell
Next game: Tonight at Brandon Valley

people to come watch
the meet. “Watching
the Pierre meet is like
watching awesomeness
in motion!” Schueller
said. As always, com-
ing to view the Pierre
swim meet is free, and
food is always available
at the concession stand.

This  meet fol-
lows the team’s trip to
North Dakota to com-
pete in the Aquas-
torm Category 5 Swim
Meet at the Bismarck
State College pool.

“Bismarck gave us
a chance to compete
against the top swim-
mers from both North
and South Dakota.
It was our best over-
all performance of the
season,” Huckins said.

Pierre Swim Team

came in second, just a
few points short of the
Bismarck Swim Team
who won the meet.
Pierre, however, defeat-
ed the eight other South
Dakota swim teams
that participated in the
meet. The swimmers
will look to top that per-
formance this weekend.

The high school stu-
dents who garnered
first-place finishes at
Bismarck include Jor-
dan Lutmer in the
Men's 13-14 200-yard
medley relay and 200-
yard free relay, Wyatt
Rumrill in the Men's
15 and Over 100- and
200-yard Dbreaststroke
events, and Ashley
Theobald in the Wom-
en’s 15 and Over 100-
yard breaststroke race.

Boys Hockey

Record: 14-5-1

Last game: Last Saturday at Mandan

Next game: Saturday against Aberdeen

Player comment: “ ‘You miss one-hundred percent
of the shots you don’t take, that’s a Wayne Gretsky

quote.” --junior Riley Bren

Girls Hockey

Record: 3-11

Last game: last Sunday at Brookings

Next game: Saturday at Mitchell

Player comment: “We still have a lot of work to
do, but everyone’s working really hard and trying
their best.” --senior Morgan Puepke

Wrestling

Last meet: Last Saturday in Pierre

Next meet: Tomorrow at Brookings

Athlete comment: “Wrestling teaches me to be in
good [body] position.” --senior Alec Williams

Player comment: “ | feel like our next game should
be pretty good.We just need to execute the offense
and work together.” --junior Jory Mullen

compiled by Wyatt Rumrill

Gymnastics

Last meet: Last Saturday at Rapid City Invitational
Next Game: Tomorrow against Rapid City Central
Athlete comment: “The event | enjoy the most
would definitely be the bars!” -sophomore Demeri
Hanson
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A young Governors’
wrestling team is making no
_excuses on its way through a
successful season campaign
as it heads into the state
tournament next month.

In his first year as head
coach, Shawn Lewis has
taught an aggressive, point-
scoring  attitude.  Lew-
is says his transition into
the coaching position was
smooth, and he is pleased
with how the wrestlers
have performed thus far.

“For the most part I think
we've excelled, we've done
well, and we’ve competed
with the best in the state. We
just haven’t made the leap to
beating the best teams in the
state yet, but I think we're
really close,” Lewis said.

As for what to improve
upon, the team is making
small improvements, one
by one, every single week.

This year, the overall
youth of the team has been

one its defining attributes.

“Last season we had ten
seniors in the room and a
lot of leadership. This year,
we have four seniors in the
room, to which, at times
we've either had two or
three of them on varsity at a
time. Our team has consist-

, ed of over half freshmen and

eighth-graders,” Lewis said.

A lack of seniors can also
mean a lack of leadership.
Those leadership roles, Lewis
says, are slowly being filled.

“Leadership has been
developing, and it gets
better each and every

week out of our seniors.”

Since the Governors lost
such a significant portion
of their team to graduation,
it'’s easy to see how strong
teams throughout the state
could quickly drop Pierre
off their lists. of worthy op-
ponents. The Govs, how-
ever, have made a point to
make no excuses, and they
look forward to showing

Gymnasts prepare for

By Micah Howard

With less than a month
to go before the Class AA
State Gymnastics Meet and
only a week before ESD, the

~ Lady Governors’ gymnastics

team is working hard to im-
prove as much as possible.

The team has had an
overall successful year thus
far, while fighting to over-
come an injury to Dani Ull-
mann. After Ullmann’s inju-

. 1y, the gymnasts had to put

in extra work to fill the gap,
says junior Melissa Bobby.

“Since Dani got hurt, ev-
eryone on the team has
stepped up to take her place
in every event,” Bobby said.

Bobby says that floor has
been the team’s best event
so far, while vault could
use some improvement.

After competing in the
ESD conference champion-
ship in Mitchell on Feb. 8,
the Lady Govs will set out
to Aberdeen to compete in
the state meet on Feb. 21.

Bobby says that the state
meet will be different than
the others in that success
will only come with ade-
quate mental preparation.

“We need to have our
heads in the game. It [the
state meet] is not like a
normal meet. It's more
mental, and you have

“We just haven't
made the leap to
beating the best
teams in the state yet,
but | think we're really
close.” —head coach
Shawn Lewis

what they’re made of at the
state wrestling tournament.

“After us losing ten se-
niors last year, a lot of peo-
ple around the state count-
ed Pierre out, even to place
in theytop six. But we have
pressure on ourselves be-
cause we have high goals
for ourselves. We don’t care
about the excuse of being
young. We know what we're
all capable of, and if we can
get it done all together on
the same day, this team is ca-
pable of very great things.”

Lewis says that a top-four

state

to be prepared for it.”

The team’s overall goals
for the state meet are relative-
ly simple. Every gymnast on
the team wants to make a
positive impact and have fun.

“We all want to contrib-
ute to team effort and have
as much fun at state as we
can. But we also want to be
serious at the same time.”

Bobby says what she is
most looking forward to
about the meet is spend-
ing time with her “fami-
ly” of teammates. The Lady
Govs next competition will
be the conference meet in
Mitchell next  Saturday.

SPORTS

finish at the state tournament
is definitely doable. Individ-
ually, the team will shoot
to claim at least three indi-
vidual championships. As
a team, of course the Govs,
will seek as a high a place

Govs wrestlers shoot beyond expectations

| By Micah Howard

Courtesy Photo
Dylan Bennett, 12, takes down his Bobcat opponent in Brookings’ home gym.
Bennet and the Gov squad will again compete in Brookings tomorrow.

within that four as they can
get their hands on. They will
have a shot to surprise some
teams come February 28.

The wrestlers will hit
the mat again tomorrow at

the Brookings Invitational.

Sochi 2014: what to watch

All events listed will be featured on NBC
Primetime (KDLT), central time.

Men’s Half-pipe 7:00 p.m. on February 11
Ski-jumping 1:30 p.m. on February 8
Men'’s speed-skating 3:00 p.m. Feb. 10
Women'’s Alpine Skiing 7:00 p.m. Feb. 10
Women's Half-pipe 9:00 p.m. on Feb. 12
Figure Skating 7:30 p.m. Feb. 16
Freestyle Skiing 3:00 p.m. Feb. 17
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Brett Samuelson, {2
Eye color:
Brown
Personality:
Obsessive

Hair color:
Brown

Height:

5 feet 12 inches
Favorite leisure
activity:
Brandi-watching

What qualities do
you look for in the
opposite sex?
Highly conservative
with a big heart.
What celebrity
would you like to go
out with?

Brandi Ziebart.
Looks or
personality?

Looks like Brandi.
Pursue or be
pursued?

Pursued by Brandi.
Do you have an age
preference?

18

What is your ideal

Bc?ﬁlor of the Month

first date?
Anywhere with
Brandi Ziebart.
What would your
ideal girl be like?
Brandi Ziebart.
Would you ever date
someone taller than
you?

Definitely.

Where do you see
yourself in five
years?

With Brandi Ziebart.

Bachelorette of the Month

Gabby Vizcarra, 12

Eye color:
Hazel
Personality:
Friendly

Hair color:
Dark Brown
Height:

52"

Favorite leisure
activity:
Reading/playing

video games.

What qualities do
you look for in the
opposite sex?
Intelligence and a
great sense of hu-
mor.

What celebrity
would you like to go
out with?

Chris Hemsworth (if
he wasn’t married)
Looks or personal-
ity?

Personality. | don’t
want to waste my
time with someone |
can’t stand

Pursue or be pur-
sued?

Be pursued; | have

better things to do

than chase someone.
What is your ideal
first date?
Fishing then eating
at a restaurant

What would your
ideal boy be like?
Tall, handsome,
healthy, outdoors-
man, no “women-in-
the-kitchen” jokes
Would you ever date
someone shorter
than you? Prob-

ably not. He’s be a
midget.

Where do you see
yourself in five
years?

Starting medical
school

toto by Hyrma Takahi

Brianna Zimmerman, |2, jennifer Paimer, |2, Eileen Leong, 12, Joni Willoughby, | I, Kait-
leyn Kiave, 10, and Hannah Booth, 9, perform a dance-off scene. L.eong and Willougby’s
characters clash several times throughout the play.

Drama students prepare for
State One-Acts Competition

By Austin Lentsch

Students recent-
ly attended Augusta-
na College’s traveling
production of Shake-
speare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream a cou-
ple of weeks ago. Al-
most two hours long,
the play has five acts.

Unlike this full-
length play, two one
act plays are the cur-
rently offerings of the
Riggs drama depart-
ment, directed by Hy-
rma Zakahi. These
plays are titled The Au-
dition and Candid Shots.

The Audition is about
a group of people audi-
tioning for a play. These
actors range from timid
and quiet to absolutely
outrageous. Eileen Le-
ong, 12, plays a crazy
dancer that challenges

the stage manager to a
dance-off to decide who
is abetter dance captain.

“Yuma is so spon-
taneous and unpre-
dictable; I got so ex-
cited when I was pic-
turing how it would
play out on stage, and I
knew Yuma was meant
for me! I am having so
much fun with it and
now I have a reason for
me to bring out my cra-
zy dance moves and
willingly act like a fool
on stage,” Leong said.

Candid Shots shows
the struggle of fresh-

man James Getty to

gain acknowledgement
at his high school. He
eventually creates his
own “underground
yearbook,”displaying
every personal and em-
barrassing thing that the
usual school yearbook
would not dare display.

Alex Hahn, 11, who
plays the lead role of
James Getty, is a huge
advocate for theatre.
“One-acts are really fun
to do! And I guess more
people like to do them
because there isn’'t any
singing involved. It's
just an all-around great
experience,” Hahn said.

In addition to the
usual performances
at the Riggs Theater,
The Audition will also
compete at the State
One-Act Competition
in Brandon on Feb. 7..

Mary Shrake, 12,
plays Sarah, a girl with
a scary crush on a boy.
Shrake will be going to
the state one-act compe-
tition for the first time.

“We've all been
working really hard
[rehearsing the play]...
were all really ex-
cited,” Shrake said.



